
Connectional Conference Plan (7/19/2018 Summary) 
 
The Connectional Conference plan would simplify the general church structure and provide 
“both space and connection between those parts of the church currently in deep conflict,” the 
Way Forward Commission report says. 
 
The plan would replace the five U.S. jurisdictions with create three connectional conferences 
that are “values-based” rather than geographic in nature. 
 
The denomination’s current central conferences, which are outside the U.S., could join one of 
the three U.S. conferences to form a global conference or create their own connectional 
conference. However, the individual annual conferences that disagree with the decision of their 
central conference have the option of voting to join a different connectional conference. 
Each connectional conference would create its own Book of Discipline that includes items 
“commonly agreed upon by United Methodists,” with the authority to adapt other items not 
included in a General Book of Discipline. 
 
Each connectional conference’s College of Bishops would provide episcopal oversight and 
accountability and would handle elections, assignments and funding. U.S. conferences would 
pay for their own bishops, with all U.S. conferences continuing to support bishops outside the 
U.S. The larger Council of Bishops would focus on ecumenical relations and shared learning. 
Each connectional conference would have its own administration and financing; its own policies 
regarding LGBTQ weddings and ordination and its own standards for clergy. 
 
Justice ministries related to racism and sexism would be organized at the connectional 
conference level and held accountable by the general church. Cross-connectional conference 
cooperation and partnerships would remain the same and all connectional conferences would 
continue to support mission work and ministry outside the U.S. 
 
A shortened General Conference would retain authority over the church’s shared doctrine and 
the services of continuing general agencies. As a venue, General Conference would serve as a 
gathering place for worship, inspiration and the sharing of best practices. 
 
The commission’s report specifies Wespath, the Publishing House, the General Council on 
Finance and Administration, the Commission on Archives and History and parts of the Board of 
Global Ministries, including the United Methodist Committee on Relief, as “continuing general 
agencies,” with the future structure of other agencies to be determined “by which connectional 
conferences desire to participate in them.” 
 
The Judicial Council, whose membership would include two persons elected by each 
connectional conference, would have authority over all judicial matters based on the respective 
connectional conference Books of Discipline. But conferences also could have their own 
separate courts. 



 
Included in the procedure and timeline for the Connectional Conference plan: 
 
• The first level of connectional conference affiliation would be at the jurisdictional level. Annual 
conferences that disagree can choose a different conference, and no local church is required to 
take a vote unless the choices is different than its annual conference. 
 
• Jurisdictional property would belong to the affiliated connectional conference. Church-owned 
or church-related entities could make their own affiliation decisions. 
 
• Unless determined otherwise, central conferences would be authorized to elect bishops in 
2020, as scheduled. Regions not electing bishops in 2020 would have the mandatory retirement 
age of bishops waived until 2022. 
 
• A Standing Committee on Connectional Conferences would be established by the 2020 
General Conference to help the Council of Bishops facilitate cross-conference connections and 
cooperative ministry. 
 
• General Conference 2024 would be postponed to 2025 to allow time for the transition and to 
“disconnect succeeding General Conferences from the U.S. election cycle.” 
 


